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1st July to 18th 
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Australian Battles on the Western Front 

 

World War One was a major international conflict between the 

Allies and the Central Powers. The war erupted when archduke 

of Austria Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in Sarajevo, Bosnia 

in 1914. The Australian government to aid to Allied troops in 
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World War 1 as part of service to the British Empire. 

 

 

The Battle of Somme 
Purpose 

The Australians fighting with the Allies launched the Somme offensive, near the Somme River in France. The 

main purpose of the battle was to relieve pressure from Allied soldiers fighting in south-western France and in 

the Battle of Verdun. The other objective was to break a 19km stalemate along the Western Front. The 

Australian attack of Somme comprised of 1st division. Australians were sent to Gueudecourt. 

Conditions 

The battle conditions were difficult and challenging as the trenches and ground became covered with mud 

after the autumn rains. The Australian soldiers’ greatest challenge was not the German shelling but the thick 

heavy mud. 

“The world seemed a perpetual round of pain, misery and death, and men seemed to endure ceaseless 

travail, till their souls were deadened, and they resigned their course on earth to the whims of a malicious fate 

… They had come to Armageddon.” (Bill Gammage, The Broken Years, Sydney, 1990) 

 

Allied Troops crossing no-man’s lands and the debut of British tanks at the Battle of Somme 

Campaign 

The Somme battle was commanded by General Douglas Haig, a former officer for the English monarch. His 

role in the battle still causes much controversy as his flawed tactics. The battle of Somme begun with counter-

productive shelling of German trenches, believing a simplified victory General Haig sent many thousands of 

soldiers to be ‘butchered’. Even with the high amount of casualties and deaths, the strategy was not revised. 

During September, fifty inefficient tanks were sent on the battlefield. The use of tanks did little to assist in the 

battle. By November the English and French forces only had two small victories. The loss of life was 

tremendous and the worst in English and Australia history. Around two hundred Australians were taken 

prisoner with 23,000 casualties. 

Result 
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Even with the strong military might, the battle was indecisive. Bad conditions halted any further progress to the 

small 14km advancement on November 18. A total of 630,000 Allied troops died inflicting a 450,000 

fatality number for the Germans. Although the Battle of Somme was far deadlier than Verdun, many believe 

that it went a long way to helping those in other part of the Western Front. 


