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PASSCHENDAELE 

 

 

31 July - 6 
November 1917 

Australian battles on the Western Front 

 

The battle of Passchendaele was fought in the Flanders Field area of 

Belgium. It is also known as the third battle of Ypres. The battle was 

fought for control of the village of Passchendaele near the town of 

Ypres in West Flanders, Belgium. 
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Battle of Passchendaele 
Purpose 

The Battle of Passchendaele was fought between the Germans and the Allies for the crucial breakthrough of 

Ypres and to control the town of Passchendaele. The objective was to secure the Flanders area and push the 

Germans back. The attack on Passchendaele was lead by the Australian third and fourth divisions with the 

New Zealand division supporting the attack. 

Conditions 

The conditions before the winter rain was well suited to fighting, but as soon as the weather deteriorated the 

artillery shell craters soon filled with mud and all access paths became impassable. Reinforcements and 

equipment supplies were lagging behind when officers in the British army called for a suspension of fighting 

during the winter months. But General Douglas Haig refused and ordered a rampant attack on the Germans 

holding Passchendaele. 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow, Between the crosses row on row, That mark our place; and in the sky, The 

larks, still bravely singing, fly, Scarce heard amid the guns below. From John McCrae, ‘In Flanders Fields’ 

 

An Australian soldier standing over muddy crater in near Passchendaele and soldiers on a duckboard track 

Campaign 

The battle was divided into two parts, with the final battle ending the battle of Ypres. The Australian and 

New Zealand soldiers attacked to village of Passchendaele on 9 October 1917. The troops had to face 

heavy rain, mud and the oncoming fire from German gunners. The Australian soldiers had small victories in 

Passchendaele. The Allied shelling only caused more mud and forced the soldiers to assault the town with only 

small arms fire, rifles and lite machine guns. Several parties of soldiers managed to take the entire area of 

Passchendaele. But the Germans repulsed the attacks and the Australians were forced to retreat. Although 

down, the Australian, British, New Zealand and Canadians fought continuously and on 10 November, the final 

action to gain the outstanding high ground north of the village .This successful attack on brought to close to the 

Third Battle of Ypres. 

Result 
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The battle for Passchendaele was one of Australia and New Zealand’s’ toughest battles in world war one. The 

Australians were left wounded and the divisions in tatters after the initial assault. By the end of battle the 

Australians had lost around 37,000 soldiers. Many believed that the battle of Passchendaele was a similar 

replay of the battle of Somme. 


