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Interviewer: Roydon Ng 
This will be an interview of an Australian Francis de Groot from the 

Roaring 20s. Questions will range from personal taste to the major 

issues from this particular period of Australian history. 
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TIME: 4 PM 

DATE: Saturday 24th October, 1968 

LOCATION: Circular Quay, Sydney 

National History Channel; EXCLUSIVE LIVE INTERVIEW WITH Captain Francis De Groot 

HOST:  

We begin tonight with a very special guest in fact we have an overseas guest that will speak about one of 

the most memorable days during the recovery in the 30s. 

His name is Francis De Groot, of the disbanded New Guard (in NSW). After his arrest and escape to 

Europe, he has been granted a visa back to the Australia to speak about the standout day of his career. 

Introduction (background information): 

Francis de Groot holds a notorious position in Australian history for his infamous upstaging of New South 

Wales Premier Jack Lang at the official opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1932. 

INTERVIEWER: G’day, Mr Groot, feeling tired after your long boat trip? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 

Good afternoon to you too, the boat was very uneventful unlike my fist trip to 

Europe. 

INTERVIEWER: 
Well, it has been some time since you were in Australia, so what are your new 

impressions? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
Blow me over; this place seems so distinctively familiar. 

INTERVIEWER: So you don’t think it has changed, even after the war? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
No, not really. 

INTERVIEWER: Why not? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 

The sea’s always been blue apart from the stains of the Lang era. And yes, there’s the 

people’s bridge. 

INTERVIEWER: Is it true that ‘one a new guard, always a new guard’? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 

Yes and no. Well we all hated communism and that scoundrel Lang. He’s gone so; 

maybe things have gotten better now? 

INTERVIEWER: Our ties with the motherland have gone a little thinned over these years. 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
So the people want to abolish the monarchy and let a new ‘Lang’ take control? 

INTERVIEWER: Many people want to find the Australian dream. 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
The only hope that decent Australians will survive is with loyalty to the monarchy. 

INTERVIEWER: So you still support the decent people of this land? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
All the way. 

INTERVIEWER: 
You obviously excluded Lang from your decent list when you slashed the ribbon but 

who else was on your bad list? 

FRANCIS DE Lang and all of his supporters, the evil communists... 
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GROOT: 

INTERVIEWER: How long did the new guard plan for the opening of the bridge? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
I think it was about three months prior to its opening. 

INTERVIEWER: Then do you think the governor general should have cut the ribbon? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
Most certainly, the queen should have been invited as well. 

INTERVIEWER: What colour was the ribbon? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
As long as it wasn’t the communist colours, I don’t really care. 

INTERVIEWER: 
Some people said that you were wanted to attack the state government on the day, is 

that true? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
No, that’s absurd, we wanted to rid the Lang government but not harm them. 

INTERVIEWER: After the ribbon was slashed, you rode across the bridge, how long did it take? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
Shorter then the extent of Lang’s communist ideas and tentacles. 

INTERVIEWER: You borrowed that horse from a little girl, what do you have to say to her? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
Which stable company did you get that good horse from? 

INTERVIEWER: 
Several years ago, we interview her on this program, and she said you were a bad 

man! 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 

Goodness, lucky Lang was kicked out so that he couldn’t stuff up the kids’ education 

and way of thinking any more. 

INTERVIEWER: Did the Mayor of North Sydney, Alderman Primrose plan the upstaging of Lang? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
The new guard is all opposed to Lang and all forms of communism. 

INTERVIEWER: What did you think of the court case against you and the decision to fine you? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 

It was outrageous that they dared to arrest me, a member of the Hussars. Lang 

should have paid me £5 in return for helping him open the bridge. 

INTERVIEWER: One last question, what does the bridge mean to you? 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
The bridge represents how the people defeated communism. 

INTERVIEWER: 
Thank you for coming, I hope you enjoy your bridge clip, but don’t slash your safety 

rope! 

FRANCIS DE 

GROOT: 
I’ll be looking over Sydney and parliament house! Thank for having me here! 

INTERVIEWER: Happy 80th birthday! 

 

HOST: 

There we have it folks, Captain Francis De. Groot from Ireland speaking to us today about the opening 
of the Harbour Bridge and the political divides of the time. Stay tuned as we hear Jack Lang’s 
response coming to you soon! 


