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Source of Fibre 

 

Silk is a natural fibre which can be woven into textiles. The most known silk is gained 

from cocoons made by the larva of the silkworm Bombyx mori. These silkworms are 

kept in captivity. The shinning appearance in the silk originates from the fibres' 

triangular prism structure which permits silk cloth to refract incoming light from diverse 

angles. 

 

 
 

Silkworms 

 

Bombyx Mori 

Silkworm is an ordinary name for the silk-producing larvae of any of some group of 

moths. The larva is not actually a worm at all but a caterpillar. There are several species 

of silkworm that are used in commercial silk production; however Bombyx mori is the 

most general. 

  

Bombyx mori is native to China and was introduced into Europe and western Asia in the 

6th century AD and into North America in the 18th century. It feeds completely on the 

leaves of the mulberry tree, so has flourished only where the environment are appropriate 

for big numbers of leaf-bearing mulberry trees. Bombyx mori has been civilized over 

numerous centuries and is no longer known in the wild. 

How Silk Is Turned Into Yarn 

 

Silk - A Hardened Glandular Fluid 

Silkworms have a pair of salivary glands called ‘sorceries’; they are to make a plain, 

sticky liquid that is squeezed through openings which are called 'spinnerets' on the 



mouthpart of the larva. The liquid hardens when it comes into contact with air. The span 

of the spinneret determines the thickness of the silk thread, which is made into yarn. 

 

 

 


