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The impact of the Treaty of Versailles on the Weimar Republic to 1929 was more significant than any 

other factor. How accurate is this statement? 

Imperial Germany was a nationalistic and proud nation led by the Kaiser before World War 1. 

Germany had entered World War 1 as an attempt to settle the disputes between its regional 

neighbours and also to cement it is a new powerhouse in Europe. The German army has initial 

successes at the start of the war, but the stalemate with the Allies quickly ensued as neither side was 

able to achieve a complete breakthrough. The cost of World War 1 saw many German soldiers 

fighting on the Eastern and Western fronts as part of national conscription. By the middle of the war, 

the military command had assumed near complete control over the German government under the 

Kaiser. General Hindenburg and General Ludendorff led to military campaign against the Allies 

ignoring advice from the civilian Reichstag. The German people were kept away from the truth of the 

war and reporting was often deliberately inaccurate to prevent a radical decline in national morale. 

With the Allies’ superiority re-enforced by the arrival of the American force, the German army 

attempted a final push towards Paris which failed leaving them exhausted and exposed to the Allied 

counter-attack. At this point, General Ludendorff informed the Reichstag that the war had been lost 

and to sue for an armistice. The socialist Reichstag politicians became responsible for the dialogues 

with the Allied victors. Initially the Germans believed that the Treaty of Versailles finalised in 1919 

would be based up US President Wilson’s 13 Point Plan. This was not to be the case as the “big 3” 

being Georges Clemeanu, Woodrow Wilson and David Lloyd George all had different interests and 

priorities towards the Treaty of Versailles. 

The German army’s defeat in World War 1 became a dominant issue within German politics as the 

military command was forced to disband as the Allies would only negotiate with a civilian 

government. The Kaiser was forced to abdicate and leave Germany leaving the socialist led coalition 

to bear the brunt of the Treaty of Versailles. The Treaty of Versailles imposed harsh penalties on 

Germany through territorial, economic and military restrictions. The two major underlying hatreds of 

the Treaty of Versailles was the ‘war guilt cause’ forcing Germany to accept full responsibility for the 

conflict and subsequently being forced to pay all ‘reparations’ towards the Allies for the losses and 

damages inflicted. Germany would loose its Rhine, Ruhr, Alsace and Lorraine provinces to France 

along with having its military officially limited to 100,000 soldiers with no heavy war armaments. The 

economic and financial cost to Germany would be in the form of regular reparations that would have 

an effect on its budgetary expenses. Overall the Treaty of Versailles acted like an unexpected 

invasion of German nationalism which was exaggerated by Ludendorff’s “stab in the back theory’. 

The Weimar Republic as later described by Hitler as ‘the bastard child of Versailles’ was based on an 

open democracy with new freedoms and liberties. It removed the well respected imperial system 

and replaced it with the foreign concept of ‘democracy’. The severe foreign aspect of the new 

Germany in the Weimar Republic as deemed by the people saw it lack the public support necessary 

for a stable society. Political and ideological tensions between the left wing groups such as the 

socialists and communists spilled over onto the streets with clashes between right wing 

conservatives and imperialists. Many of the ex-soldiers whom had returned from the war in their 

colours did not feel a sense of defeat and were keen to support either the left or right wing groups 

under the old officers. This allowed many ex-soldiers to fight for a cause either with the Freikorps or 

the Spartacus etc. The government had little power to respond to the conflicting ideologies colliding 
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in the streets of Germany as the continual attempts to overthrow the Reichstag administrations 

were getting bolder. 

As the economic implications of the Treaty of Versailles became clearer, Germany defaulted on its 

reparations of a load of timber to France. This lead to French and Belgian troops entering the Ruhr 

region despite protests from within Germany. German industrialists began a state sponsored 

campaign of passive resistance at a further expense to the economy’s capacity to function. Passive 

resistance allowed German industrialists to cease production for the French occupation and to be 

compensated for lost profits by the German government. The Treaty of Versailles had facilitated the 

feeble position of the German economy and being faced with continual crises was unable to 

effectively address its underlying issues. 

Hyperinflation and unemployment were also rampant issues for the Weimar Republic. Rising prices 

and the devaluation of the currency led to increasing numbers of unemployed persons. Small and 

often radial political parties that had otherwise not been able to gain representation without the 

Treaty of Versailles’ implication on the German governmental system appealed to workers and the 

like. Extremist parties promised reforms and new hope for Germany such as that of the Nazi Party’s 

position. The inability for stable government and an economy dependent on foreign loans in 

particular American investment exposed the Weimar Republic to turbulence of crises. Such was the 

scale of its inability to effectively address repeated crises, that every situation made the government 

weaker. Even in the golden years under Stresemann, his government was rebuked by right wing 

groups and many of his reforms went opposed. 

The Dawes Plan of 1924 and the Young Plan of 1929 although helpful to Germany’s overall recovery 

was seen by many people within Germany as further betrayal by the government. By 1929, the 

Weimar Republic was barely surviving and with the onset of the Great Depression cutting off vital 

funds from overseas investment, the German economy and society collapsed into a period of chaos, 

confusion and instability. Although poor governmental decisions and a lack of strong leadership 

within the Reichstag played a role in the Weimar Republic up to 1929, the Treaty of Versailles was 

one of the most significant underlying factors that would ultimately give rise to the Third Reich 

under the Nazis in Germany. 


