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Evaluate Hitler’s role in the Nazi state between 1933 and 1939 

Adolf Hitler was the leader of the Nazi Party and the totalitarian dictator of Nazi Germany from 1933 

to the collapse of the Third Reich. The years prior to the commencement of the Second World War 

shed an important light on the role of Hitler in Nazi Germany such as the factors that allowed him to 

assume and maintain power. Hitler however did not act alone but rather operated with his ultra-

conservative comrades whom he inspired to fulfil his ideology as described through his radical book, 

Mein Kampf. The rise of the Nazi party to power in Germany in the early 1930s and the subsequent 

accession of Hitler to hold the duopoly of both President and Chancellor can be partially attributed 

his ability to sustain widespread support for the Nazi party and himself. Several key instruments that 

Hitler utilised after 1933 was the driving force behind Volksgemeinschaft and pan-German 

nationalism. Hitler was able to present a dynamically new face to German government through his 

charismatic personality and also through the use of scapegoats in order to maintain his prestige and 

power in Germany. 

The German defeat in World War 1 not only saw the implementation of the harsh Treaty of 

Versailles but also the collapse of social morale and the rise of an unstable Weimar Republic. 

Included amongst the Treaty of Versailles was the infamous ‘war guilt’ clause, highlighting what was 

interpreted by right wing conservatives as the “Stab in Back”. As the Treaty of Versailles was the 

signatory between a socialist led government and the Allies, it was portrayed as proof of the evils of 

communism and such of the ethnically ‘tainted’ Jewish populations. One of Hitler’s roles in the Nazi 

state which was accelerated between 1933 and 1939 was the realignment of the ‘imperial right’ and 

the ‘new nationalists’ which brought forth heightened resentment for non-Aryans and people whom 

were of the left wing. Hitler’s aim of promoting Volksgemeinschaft through the expanding Third 

Reich was one of his key objectives as Chancellor after 1933. 

Another significant aspect of Hitler’s role in Nazi Germany from between 1933 and 1939 was to 

promotion of equality between the differing social classes although in many cases such policies were 

unsuccessful. By encouraging the spread of German nationalism through the Third Reich on the 

promises of unity, prosperity and full employment, Hitler initially subtly but quickly openly combined 

his magnetic personality with his ruthless and often brutal security forces to dominate Nazi 

Germany. Hitler’s dominance of Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939 was substantial as he 

influenced every aspect of society from education, youth, marriage and religious affairs. Through the 

effective use of propaganda which assisted in Hitler’s spread of his ideologies including 

Volksgemeinschaft whereby communities of racial equals would be created by the upheaval of class 

divisions. Although Hitler faced non-existent internal and minimal external opposition to his 

totalitarian regime before 1938, the Nazi government’s political power was enhanced through 

slogans such as “Kinder, Kirche, Kuche”. As Chancellor Hitler sought to outline the placement of 

children, the church and women to allow him to establish a strong German army that would allow 

for the expansion of the Third Reich in order for himself to reinforce his position as the hero of Nazi 

Germany. 

Hitler did not work alone but rather with a collection of dedicated ministers and assistants that 

sought to further his Nazi cause. The successes that were achieved in Nazi Germany should not only 

be attributed to Hitler himself but also to others such as Joseph Goebbels as the Minister for 

propaganda. By facilitating Hitler through propaganda, Goebbels and his ministry assisted in the 
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bolstering of Hitler’s strength in Nazi Germany. The effectiveness of the propaganda utilised greatly 

contributed to Hitler’s ability on move in the directions of his objectives such as the Thousand Year 

Reich and Volksgemeinschaft. Another aspect of Nazi Germany that was both an instrument of Hitler 

and also used by factions such as the Gestapo and SS was terror. The use of terror asserted Hitler’s 

role within Nazi Germany as a stringent German that would work for the enhancement of the Third 

Reich by removing any ‘dissident’. Hitler also played the role of encouraging others to purify the 

German race particular commencing in 1933 with his ascension to power. Through the inspirational 

doctrine that attracted many Germans to turn on non-Aryans and especially for the Gestapo to 

persecute Jews, communists and anti-Nazis, Hitler legalised such actions through his role as German 

Chancellor with policies such as the 1936 Gestapo Law providing the secret police immunity from 

the legal system. Propaganda and terror were both utilised by Hitler as German chancellor often 

through others as part of the process to “Nazify” German society. 

Through his ascension to power through the general consensus that the Weimar Republic had failed 

the German people, Hitler tightened his grip over Nazi Germany as means of both asserting his 

dominance but primarily also to spread his ideologies such as Volksgemeinschaft and the 

“Nazification” of Germany. Hitler’s role was primarily an inspirer through his strong presence across 

all elements of society which allowed others to further his goals for the Third Reich. Between 1933 

and 1939, Hitler’s role was to maintain his status as the bringer of German salvation and also to 

expand the reach and interests of the Third Reich.  


