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Assess the impact of Nazism on German foreign policy in the period 1933 – 1939 

Foreign policy for Nazi Germany was to demonstrate its racial superiority and national dominance 

over the rest of the world. Adolf Hitler and the Nazi party were widely supported by the German 

people whom had abandoned the unstable democratic Weimar system. The principles behind 

Hitler’s foreign policy objectives were to rescue Germany from the diktat with the Treaty of 

Versailles, to rebuild Germany as a European powerhouse through military strength, reunify all 

people with German heritage and allowing them to prosper through the Lebensraum for the ‘master 

race’. The nature of German foreign policy during the Third Reich between 1933 and 1939 was an 

orchestrated momentum towards another war in Europe. 

The Nazi party rose to power in Germany as the Weimar government collapsed as towards the 

people it resembled leaders that had ‘sold out’ Germany. The German people did not have much 

understanding in democracy which was a ‘foreign’ concept that was quickly attributed to the diktat 

from the Treaty of Versailles. Hitler committed himself and the Nazis to void the Treaty of Versailles. 

As Nazi Germany sought to rebuild itself after years of war and instability, national morale could be 

restored through the rearmament of Germany in contrary to the armed personnel restrictions 

imposed in 1919. In a clear sign that Nazi Germany was attempting to reassert its European 

dominance, Hitler withdrew from the disarmament conference and the League of Nations in 1933.  

Racial purity and Aryan supremacy was both a domestic objective as well as a foreign policy 

outcome. Nationalism was encouraged as Germany sought to reunite its people of heritage whom 

had been separated by the Treaty of Versailles such as with the Danzig Corridor. The 1935 Saar 

plebiscite was used by Hitler as ‘proof’ that all Germans wanted to returned to the Fatherland. Nazi 

foreign policy would be expansionary in order to create Lebensraum. In defiance of the Treaty of 

Versailles, Germany re-militarised the Rhineland successfully without triggering armed retaliation 

from the Allies, convincing Hitler that his foreign policies were on the right track. The 1938 Anschluss 

with Austria strengthened Germany’s stronghold over central Europe with such merger enabling the 

Nazis to access increased manpower and resources. 

By 1938, Hitler proclaimed his demands for the Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia as it had an 

ethic minority of Germans. Despite protests from within Czechoslovakia, the British and French 

approved of such Nazi foreign policy when Hitler deviously promised that it would be last of his 

territorial claims. Neville Chamberlin said that in order to achieve “peace in our time” such 

permissive response was necessary to appease Hitler. The impact of the German takeover of the 

Sudetenland exposed the remainder of Czechoslovakia to Germany as its defences were removed. 

Hitler became further convinced that the Allies were weak and would not be able to contain him. 

The full German occupation of Czechoslovakia in late 1938 heightened tensions in the region. Hitler 

acted to prevent a two fronted confrontation by signing the Nazi-Soviet Non Aggression Part in 1939. 

Other agreements with Fascist Italy’s Mussolini and the Imperial Japanese regime in Tokyo expanded 

their opposition to communism around the world. German foreign policy was the epitome of 

external Nazi ideologies including staunch resistance against communism and the later the Soviet 

Union. Hitler pressed for an open corridor to connect East Prussia and Germany. This was fiercely 

rejected by the Polish government keen in maintaining access to the North Sea. Hitler said in a 

speech in Danzig that “Poland never will rise again in the form of the Versailles treaty” and that 

Poland was the “bastard child of Versailles”. The Nazi invasion of Poland which triggered World War 
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2 was received no intervention from the Soviet Union as the Nazi-Soviet Non Aggression Pact was 

enforced. 

The expansionary aspirations of Nazi Germany was also as much of a racial objective to ‘purity’ 

Eastern Europe from ‘sub-human’ races such as Jews, Russians, Slavic and Baltic peoples. Through 

the promotion of the Volk for Germany and the aim to establish Lebensraum, Nazi foreign policy as 

based upon Hitler ideologies detailed in Mein Kampf sought to convert Eastern European people 

into being slaves for the master race of Aryans in the Third Reich which would last for a thousand 

years. Nazi foreign policy in terms of racial supremacy in Eastern Europe revived traditional vices 

between the German people towards other ‘sub-human’ races. 

The Nazi German foreign policy as led by Hitler was the exploitation of longstanding stigmas and 

ambitions of Germany. Hitler sought to overcome the Treaty of Versailles which had not only 

physically handicapped Germany but also had stampeded and crushed the morale of the German 

people. A significant portion of Nazi foreign policy was based on nationalism and a combination of 

Hitler’s imperialistic aims. Nazi foreign policy in the short term boosted Germany’s geo-political 

position but exposed it to the polarity of consequences that would ultimately bring forth World War 

2. 


