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A 

Albert Speer was born in 1905 into an upper middle class family in Mannheim. His father was an 

architect, the profession in which Speer would subsequently take up for his career. In 1928, Speer 

married Margarete Weber and would later have six children with her. However his lifestyle and 

demands placed upon him by his post would result in him being extremely distant from his family. By 

1931, Speer had joined the Nazi Party after being moved by Hitler’s speeches. Speer’s early 

involvement in the Nazi Party was a courier as he possessed a motor car. Speer began his 

architectural career as an assistant for Tessenow and soon redesigned the Gauhaus for Joesph 

Goebbels. As the result of this intercourse, Speer and Goebbels developed a working friendship in 

the often political games of the Nazi hierarchy. Speer later commented that the Nazi rally site looked 

immature and produced a new set of simple but yet spectacular designs for the Templehof airfield. 

Speer’s spectacular works were noticed by Hitler, whom himself invited Speer to lunch and 

commissioned him to renovate the Reich chancellery. It is noted that by this stage Speer had acted 

like Faust and had sold his soul. In 1934, as a result of Speer’s excellency he is appointed the GBI and 

the role of the First Architect of the Reich. He also was involved in the organisation of sections within 

the Strength through Joy movement and began work on the Nuremberg Rally site. One of the other 

highlights of Speer’s architectural career apart from his remarkable cathedral of lights was his design 

for the German pavilion at the Paris World Exhibition which stood to rival the Soviet Union’s display. 

Also Speer began work on the new Germania as part of Hitler’s Thousand Year Reich plan. In the 

process of construction, many Jewish people were “relocated” from their homes in Berlin. Speer has 

maintained that he did not the final destination that the Jewish people were sent to. The “Jewish 

question” was one of the highly debated topics during the Nuremberg Trials in 1946. The new Reich 

chancellery was reconstructed by Speer in 1938 and would act as a token of intimidation for any 

visiting foreign diplomat or leader to demonstrate the superiority of the Nazi regime. World War 2 

commenced in 1939 as Hitler’s totalitarian regime invaded Poland. The war production in Germany 

was often inefficient and could not compete with the level that the Allies could produce. Speer was 

appointed to the role of armaments minister in 1942 and oversaw a wide range of reforms including 

working with industrialists to optimise production and promote efficiency. Towards the end of 

World War 2, Speer sought to undermine Hitler’s scorched earth policy to prevent all infrastructures 

being destroyed for the German people. In 1945, Speer and Admiral Doenitz along with other former 

Nazi leaders are arrested and tried in 1946 at Nuremberg. Speer faced two charges and was one of 

only two ex-Nazi leaders to express remorse for his actions. He was convicted primarily for his use of 

forced and slave labour and sentenced to 20 years imprisonment in Spandau jail despite calls for his 

execution from the Soviet Union. Upon his release in 1966 and the publication of his books, Inside 

the Third Reich in 1969 and Spandau: The Secret Diaries in 1975 many questions continue to persist 

into his actions and whether he lied to the Nuremberg Trials. It is now widely accepted that Speer 

had “cheated the hangman’s noose” by putting the blame of many of his actions on others. Albert 

Speer later went to London and participated in a series of interviews into his life which he always 

maintained his limited responsibility and lack of knowledge in regards to the Holocaust. He died in 

London in 1981. 
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B 

Albert Speer was a quiet spoken and intellectual character and also the only leading Nazi member to 

acknowledge the evils of the Third Reich and also to show remorse at the Nuremberg Trials. Having 

just escaped the death penalty and serving a prison sentence of 20 years, Speer produced a number 

of books and participated in a series of interviews. Throughout the years after Speer’s release from 

Spandau Prison to his death in 1981, Speer maintained that his participation in the Nazi party was 

for the benefits and interests of the German people. As part of Speer’s defence at the Nuremberg 

Trials, he stated that working for the Nazis was like working for all of Germany as a whole. There are 

multiple historiographical interpretations into Speer’s life and involvement in the Nazis. For Speer, 

he managed to persuade the prosecutors and judges at Nuremberg that he was merely swept along 

with the events within Germany at that time. 

Members who joined the Nazi Party before it became extremely popularised such as Speer whom 

was admitted in 1931 showed a genuine interest in its affairs. Speer continually denied that he was a 

prominent fixture within the Nazi elite claiming that he was a non-political Nazi primarily focused on 

his architectural interests. As a result of Speer’s architectural talents, he quickly developed a working 

partnership with Goebbels and with Hitler himself. Speer rapidly moved up the Nazi hierarchy and 

claimed to have had a close relationship with Hitler, saying: ‘If Hitler ever had a friend, it would have 

been me’. Speer knew how to play the political games of power struggle within government and he 

used it to his advantage. On a number of occasions, Speer had to secretly meet with Hitler in order 

to get his approval for projects and decisions. Speer asked Hitler for his approval for his appointment 

in the armaments ministry which later saw him become directly involved in the war effort. 

By the end of the war, it was clear that Speer continued to have a position amongst the German 

administration now led by Admiral Doenitz. After the short lived Flensburg government, Speer was 

arrested and tried for war crimes at Nuremberg. Throughout his trial, Speer appeared different to all 

of the other Nazi defendants; he wore a suit and spoke of his many attempts to protect the German 

people from the policies of Hitler. Speer denounced Hitler and was even able to convince the court 

that he had tried to assassinate Hitler but was unsuccessful. With the prosecutors and judges 

listening with keen intent, Speer acknowledged a limited responsibility for his actions in the Nazi 

regime. He denied any knowledge or involvement in the Holocaust and managed to shift the deeds 

in which he carried out in his role in the labour camps to his subordinate Fritz Saukel. Speer’s 

cleverly devised defence took advantage of the Nuremberg Trials and as a result was only sentenced 

to 20 years imprisionment. 


