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Explore how Julius Caesar and one other related text of your own choosing represent conflicting 

perspectives in unique and evocative ways. 

Every text in literature whether a tragedy, historical or visual are composed in order to portray a set 

of values and an agenda. Such notions are evident in Shakespeare’s historical tragedy Julius Caesar. 

Through the representation of conflicting perspectives in unique and evocative ways to highlight the 

variety of personalities, events and situations that Shakespeare favours the consolidation of power. 

He does so by implicating the later of the play in order to demonstrate the importance of stable 

governance as a social commentary on the English political situation. Furthermore the motion 

picture The Social Network by David Fincher released in 2010 sheds light upon the evocative 

conflicting perspectives surrounding the founding of Facebook to convey the director’s ideals of a 

power struggle which in this case is played out through friendships and litigation. 

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar explores the conflicting perspectives surrounding politics as a game of 

power in unique ways to highlight the values associated with such. Throughout the process of 

conflicting perspectives between the ideals of monarchism up against republicanism, Shakespeare is 

reiterating the struggle for power between the individual and the masses. Shakespeare’s tendency 

to be biased towards the cause of the republic is further illustrated in the opening scene as Falvius 

sets the tone for the rest of the play. Falvius’ statement that “These growing feathers, plucked from 

Caesar’s wing will make him fly an ordinary pitch…” is an extended metaphor that employs specific 

tone which resonates with the conspirator’s voice. In such a way, Shakespeare has set the stage for a 

confrontation between the conspirators inspired by Casius’ self interest and jealousy to be pitted up 

against the further conflicting perspectives of genuine commitment to the republican ideal. 

Shakespeare’s evocative staging of the funeral orations after Caesar’s assassination allows for the 

audience both in the play as the Roman mob and the contemporary responder to examine the 

conflicting perspectives concerning his personality and motives. Although Cassius leads Brutus and 

the other conspirators in believing that Caesar played a threat to the Roman republic, those in 

favour of Caesar hold contrasting views and seek to devalue the conspirators’ arguments. By being 

the first to speak and through his oration with the use of his rhetorical statement “and you rather 

Caesar living and die all slaves, than/ that Caesar were dead, to live all free men?” Brutus attempts 

to justify the assassination of Caesar the tyrant. His coupling of verse through reasoning with 

ritualised formality and the use of sophisticated logos has the inverse affect on his representation. 

Brutus’ oratory fails him and by such due course appears to the crowd with a tone that resonates 

with the tyrant Caesar that he has just slain. 

Likewise the David Fincher as the director of The Social Network privileges certain points of views 

over another to convey the friendships and litigations in the process of Facebook’s founding. Fincher 

represents conflicting perspectives of ideals such as power amongst the authorities or power to 

people, even debating the definition of people as that of singular self interest or the wider society. 

The ethical issues surrounding the early days of Facebook are explored throughout the film. “You 

have been accused of intentionally breaching [violating] security, violating copyright, violating 

individual privacy”. There is strong focus on the high modality in the tone of the word “you” and the 

repetition of the word “violating” combined with the use of an interrogative tone attempts to 

demonstrate the alleged frauds of Mark Zuckerburg in Facebook’s early days. From such event of the 

ad-board and litigation scenario is a situation reflective of Julius Caesar which also emphasises the 
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issues surrounding the build-up of an empire. Also there is a strong emphasis placed upon the 

individual challenging the mainstream partly with personal interests and be rebuked for his actions. 

In breaching university regulations as pointed out by the ad-board towards Mark Zuckerburg there is 

a clear parallelism between Antony’s rebuttal of Brutus as a ‘honourable’ man and paints his actions 

as vile and callus. Throughout the film, Mark Zuckerburg is giving a subordinate role often being 

second to answer behind his defence attorney and the prosecutor. In such as sense his perspective 

of events is less privileged partly as he loses both his litigation cases but also in the manner that the 

ideals of power and ownership are examined as overarching values. 

The debate between the legitimacy of Mark Zuckerburg’s actions in the foundation of Facebook 

evokes a diverse spectrum of diverse and unique insights into the politics of the powerful against the 

intentions of the individual. There is a clear lack of initial understanding of the consequences of the 

actions of Zuckerburg on his behalf stemming from the charges facing him in his hearings and 

litigation and also with Brutus just post the assassination of Caesar. Zuckerburg says that “in regards 

to the charges, I believe I deserve some recognition from this board” as an instrumented 

demonstration that he sees his actions as without being tainted. As with Brutus in Caesar’s first 

eulogy, he gives an account for the death of Caesar as a triumph for Rome as tyranny has been 

averted rather than showing any remorse for the assassination of their leader. The crux of the film is 

to depict the suggestive nature the justice system as one of individual justice or genuine fairness. 

By taking into account the conflicting perspectives, it can be seen that texts are composed to 

illustrate a set of ideals and agendas. Evidently each text is an instrument for conveying the 

composer or personalities’ point of view. Throughout the representation of events, personalities and 

situations which employs rhetoric, language and modes of persuasion that positions the responder 

to investigate the portrayed perspective’s credibility. Such sentiment is crucial to Shakespeare’s 

Julius Caesar which acts as a commentary on the context which was the English political system of 

his time. In addition, the film The Social Network seeks to shed light upon the conflicting 

perspectives in the power struggle between the self interests of the individuals and the traditional 

mainstream notions of society. Thus through the representation of conflicting perspectives in unique 

and evocative manners allowing certain opinions to be prioritised according to the bias of the 

composer gives rise to texts being able to bear the effects of values and ideals towards their 

audiences. 


