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‘Every text makes its own perspective’ 

Discuss this statement with reference to Julius Caesar and one related text of your choosing. 

Texts of all time generate diverse and provocative insights into personalities, situations and events. 

It is through such literature that multiple and often conflicting perspectives are explored. Every text 

is the reflective view piece of its author and thus offers its own variety of perspectives. Through 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar presenting issues such as power and politics alongside the 

differing takes on oneself amongst a society it stands as an example of conflicting perspectives. Also 

the themes of power struggle and control in parallel with David Fincher’s representation of 

Facebook’s roots are illustrated in the movie The Social Network.  Both of these works have a wide 

ranging spectrum focusing on conflicting perspectives which make them a great text. 

As found in Julius Caesar, Shakespeare’s time of writing was throughout a period of political tension 

in 1599, England. The play Julius Caesar sheds light upon his views towards the governing 

authoritative structure. The text conveys the struggle over the alleged ambitions of Caesar being 

played out as a moral and physical conflict involving Brutus, Cassius and Mark Antony. The 

conflicting perspectives are clearly evident as Brutus is “at war with himself” and Portia is raising 

concerns over Brutus’ health and has a growing suspicion of him. Portia asks “Is Brutus sick?” The 

multi-meaning conations of the word ‘sick’ emphasises the mental distress and the foreshadowing of 

the post-Caesar environment after the assassination. The select word choice is clearly demonstrative 

of the opinions of the individual but also as a perspective into the wider Shakespearean context. 

One of the key conflicting perspectives within Julius Caesar opens with the underlying speculation 

surrounding the ambition of the Roman ruler which eventuates into Caesar’s assassination. The five 

distinct acts within the play represent the steps from which a political transition is suspected to the 

aftermath of a ‘coup’. How Caesar and Brutus view themselves and each other shift as Brutus 

initially being a protector of Caesar through his opening words “a soothsayer bids you beware the 

Ides of March” to becoming Caesar’s murderer. The play dramatizes Brutus as a man of honour 

whom is encircled as much as Caesar was before his death. The overarching key idea that is being 

conveyed by Shakespeare is that the struggle for power and its consequences depends on whom you 

perceive. Julius Caesar is a doctrine for political order and the dramatic juxtaposition of the English 

government at the time. 

Similarly in The Social Network the events and situations are a dramatized recollection of the 

conflicting perspectives between the different parties vying for power and control. The movie brings 

to light the question of entity contrasted with identity. Through the use of visual techniques 

particularly such of sound and dialogue, the audience is able to perceive the director’s take on the 

events that led to the foundation of Facebook. Creating perspectives are created as the text 

promotes and ridicules traditional ideas about one’s central control over their environment. 

Traditional values of individualised control and ownership of information are challenged by notions 

highly conflicting of the once mainstream. The audience’s mindset is captured and synced with the 

pace of the development between the ensuing court cases facing Mark Zuckerburg. As Zuckerburg 
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lashes out “If you guys were the inventors of Facebook, you'd have invented Facebook” indicates 

perception is subjective and the value of ownership. Through the director’s use of cross fades and 

cuts between differing scenes, multiple conflicting perspectives can be seen through the timeline 

and deliberations in the movie. 

The Social Network draws into the spectrum through the directorship of Fincher the notions of 

conflicting perspectives being with the litigation cases and also highlighted through the 

characterisation of relationships. As there is a relative absence of action increase the value of 

language through dialog. The character’s noise is a metaphoric representation of the intellectual 

action and meaning which generate perspectives towards the audience. The court case hearings 

between Zuckerburg and Sauverin emulates into fascinating perspectives and arise further difficulty 

in the determination of the victor in this power struggle. Even though Zuckerburg denounces 

Sauverin when he is a plaintiff, Sauverin likens Zuckerburg as ‘a person with one and only best 

friend’. The language used through the text and with dialogue being a major focal point of action 

that delivers unique and conflicting insights into the events in the founding of Facebook. 

Literature is a commentary on the context of our societies through the diverse range of ideas it 

conveys in parallel with audience of whom it seeks to target. All texts seek to represent a number of 

perspectives in the events, individuals and situations surrounding the composer’s environment. The 

perspectives created by the texts assist us as the audience and responder to develop our 

understanding surrounding the literary contexts. Power, politics and struggle are a fine example of 

how conflict arises through a difference of view points and gaze which can lead to consequences 

such as death as in the case of Julius Caesar and the breakdown of relationships in The Social 

Network. Both texts give rise to the portrayal of perspectives whilst making its own visible. 


