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Behold, the new Herald 

The mind is its own country! Do you come with tinted lenses or the world as your stage? 

Our views are not built through the limited picture that we see but are amalgamated from 

powerful language which speaks as action. The tragedy of Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar is, or 

should we rather say, could be perceived as an impediment to progress or a triumph of the 

misunderstood or even perhaps a commentary on the English monarch’s critical need in 

1599 for political stability. 

The Social Network directed by David Fincher is also open to multiple interpretations. Often 

mistaken as merely a documentary on Facebook’s roots, like Julius Caesar it is a 

representation of how one man used language to make enemies of his few best friends to 

gain the “friendship” , one might argue, ultimate power over half a billion people. It is time 

that we took a closer look at the exercise of power and the role that language has in our 

control of and our subjection of ourselves to, others. 

Who am I? The world tries to hide from reality, each other and deep down seeks to elude 

from its core. In midst of a backdrop as significant as the characters themselves, every man 

struggles to accept their one true self in order to portray a distorted – but safer – image to 

others. 

Brutus relies on reason and logic to distance the real him from the conspiracy as justification 

for the assassination. He endeavours to convince the Roman mob that Caesar was ambitious 

holding his personal integrity to ransom, “Believe me for mine honour”. Brutus lacks firm 

evidence and fails to connect with his audience and ultimately unable to draw the Roman 

mob into accepting his perspective. Brutus’ oratory fails him. 

On the other hand Mark Antony’s speech carries the favour of a great orator with “Friends, 

Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears”. Mark Antony ridicules Caesar’s alleged ambitions 

with the mob’s grief and admiration of Caesar to severe Brutus’ life-line. Not only as Antony 

captured the Roman mob’s perspectives, has he moulded it for his own cause upon their 

emotions to rouse a rebellion of “mutiny and rage”. Antony strikes the impetus and speaks 

what the mob now wants to hear, the undermining of the “honourable” Brutus’ justification. 

He commands their favourable response unlike Brutus who requests answers; Antony’s 

speech is the climax of the drama and the conflicting perspectives that drives it. 

The web has taken the world, shaped it, torn down the fundamentals. Through opening up 

the bounty at hand, its tools of trade has penetrated the souls of the supposed natural 

order of human interactions – especially in that most human of all regions - language. What 

we state about ourselves to world is not decided by the portrayals but more so dictated by 

those who in power. As Facebook’s pre-cursor, Mark Zuckerburg attempted to gage the 

“hotness” of his female college counterparts. In the course of satisfying the male eye-candy 

© www.roydonng.com 



Conflicting Perspectives Speech Roydon 

Page 2 of 2 

 

and vilifying those whom he treated as numbered files polarising popular opinion both met 

him with admirable and contemptuous slander. He mashed up the notions of the real and 

portrayed self, exposed the potential of one against collections of the mob mentality. The 

languages of such mindsets have been forever changed as one might profess for better or 

for worse? 

In order to create perspectives through the use and manipulation of language, one must 

truly influence the mind to move the masses. As we are challenged by the mainstream, we 

dive into the casket of opportunities that longs to provoke, to tinker and to alter who we 

really are in the midst of the public audience. The time is ripe; there is no need to hold back 

so step out, rethink and make up your own mind! 

Throughout the passage of time, there have been many situations where the masses have 

been lobbied, empowered and forced to stand out daring the perseverance. What we think 

we are, who we think we are will be challenged, upturned and convulsed upon in the 

everlasting politics of the mind. It is not who we encounter or what we face that determines 

our actions; it is the language that foreshadows the outcome. What will you do with this 

power? 
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