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At the heart of representation are acts of deliberate selection and emphasis. How does your 

prescribed text and ONE text of your own choosing illustrate this in relation to Conflicting 

Perspectives? 

The ability to communicate is accentuated through language especially in the diverse and often 

provocative insights that are selected and emphasised to create meaning. The correlation of the 

interpretations of events, personalities and situations are the fundamentals into the exploring of the 

conflicting perspectives with Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and David Fincher’s The Social Network. 

Being of a historical tragedy the structure of the play Julius Caesar develops not only the characters 

within the events leading up to and after the assassination of Caesar but also deliberately acts to 

highlight the importance of the populous masses. Likewise within The Social Network is the conflicts 

between the interests of the individual against the wider interests of the community. The conflicting 

perspectives from each of these dynamic texts act on multi-faceted levels in order to allow the 

selection and projection of specific themes and ideas based on the composer’s bias and 

understanding. 

Politics being the power play of humanity is the quest to influence the audience into accepting one 

party’s perspective over another’s. It is clear that from the beginning there is tension between right 

and wrong, control and freedom along with democracy or kingship in Julius Caesar being positioned 

to reinforce the importance of selection and projection of purposes and meanings. With the onset of 

the opening scene in Julius Caesar plays an interesting debate between Flavius and Murellus with 

the common plebeians on the streets of Rome. It is clear that the crowd is hailing Caesar as a mighty 

general after he has defeated a fellow Roman, Pompey in battle. This situation is juxtaposed with the 

subsequent shifts in responses to Caesar’s funeral eulogies, with the fickle mindedness of the mob 

once again evident. The plebeians in Act 3 Scene 2 initially respond favourably to Brutus with one 

even calling out “Let him be Caesar”, drawing irony and questions of the meekness of the mob’s 

mentality. Shakespeare’s dynamic structure of the play allows for the mob’s attitude to drastically 

swing against Brutus and in support of Antony in a matter of 100 lines. Antony is now addressed as 

the “most noble Antony” in contrast to the original claims of “honour” that was bestowed onto 

Brutus. 

Language being the form and medium of communication between different parties is the 

fundamentals in achieving an understanding and interpretation of the personalities, events and 

situations. Oratory plays a dominant role in achieving conflicting perspectives such as Brutus’ use of 

prose in contrast to Antony’s verse. Throughout Brutus’ address in Caesar’s funeral eulogy, his 

speech is laden with complex logos and rhetoric in which the largely plebeian mob is unable to 

properly understand. In pausing and asking the crowd for a response, he is opening up opportunities 

for himself to be challenged. Although the mob initially accepts him and replies “none, Brutus, 

none”, this is a sign of Brutus’ weak support base. On the other hand Mark Antony has firmed 

captured the minds and attention of the crowd with his use of common speech with ethos and 

pathos. This as a result allows for the mob to be dictated to with Antony’s ideas that Caesar was in 

fact not an ambitious tyrant and that Brutus is not an honourable man through the use of irony. The 

selection of diction and tone in dialogue has accentuated the emphasis that is placed upon certain 

points of view. In Antony’s situation, the opening power statement of “friends, Romans, 

countrymen, lend me your ears!” is much more effective then Brutus’ self examining and justifying 
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rhetorical questions. It is what that is selected and emphasises upon that draws into account the 

varying and often conflicting perspectives that the texts such as Julius Caesar may conjure. 

The conflict between the interests of the individual and the wider society is represented in a variety 

of means through the use of language to portray conflicting perspectives. Within Fincher’s The Social 

Network, language and dialogue become ever so important as the film is on of few action but 

intense conversations. Sometimes as in the situation between Mark Zuckerberg and his civil 

plaintiffs, it is the delicate selection of language and emotions along with the tone in which it is 

delivered that allow specific emphasises on critical events and circumstances. In the dispute of the 

intellectual ideas and ownership behind Facebook, Zuckerberg interjects the presiding officer and 

attacks the credibility of the Winklevoss twins and their associate with “You know, you really don't 

need a forensics team to get to the bottom of this. If you guys were the inventors of Facebook, you'd 

have invented Facebook.” The irony of this statement emphasises that in any debate of historical 

matters, it is not only what has been said but also in many case the deliberate omission of details 

that are fundamental to the understanding of conflicting perspectives. Zuckerberg’s characterisation 

acts as a catalyst for the exploration and representation of the tension between parties in what is 

often regarded as political power play.  

The masses are often deemed as pawns in the game of politics being a power struggle between 

conflicting parties. For Mark Zuckerberg in his journey towards the establishment of Facebook, he 

exploits the flaws of the Harvard computer system. Through his manipulation of personal images of 

each female student at the university, he is able to develop his reputation not only as a selfish 

hacker but also one of immense skill and potential. There is conflict into the interpretation of 

Zuckerburg’s deeds in particular when he is brought before the administration board at the 

University. Personally for Zuckerburg his deeds were to draw the attention of the popular masses in 

particular those of the finals club which will allow his admission. When faced with allegations of 

“intentionally breaching security, violating copyrights and violating individual privacy” Zuckerburg 

turns the accusations on its head as a direct retribution on the authorities by saying “as for the 

charges, I believe I deserve some recognition from this board”. By the selection of such defensive 

statement, Zuckerburg juxtaposes his actions to one of “honour” and attempts to emphasis the 

issues within the administration rather than to give an answer for his deeds. The conflicting 

perspectives are drawn out extensive through film and dramatic insights into the personalities of the 

characters within The Social Network and the extensive events and situations which they find 

themselves domineering in order to establish a balance between the selected and what is actually 

emphasised. 

The emancipation that language ensures and brings forth has an enormous potential to select and 

project messages to the audience. Through the cumulative effect on the mob that regularly lacks a 

through mentality to processes the often intense issues being raised, their support deviates upon 

favour thus implicating them to be fickle and be instigated as tools for individual crusades. The 

conflicting perspectives from Julius Caesar extend into the areas of communication where language 

is its backbone in order to domineer and to conquer. Also within The Social Network is a clear 

development of tension between various parties struggling for ownership and even personal identity 

through their course of their oratories. The themes, values and key ideals that are represented 

through both Shakespeare’s play and the modern film work hand in hand to ensure that language is 

able to succeed in being manipulated by various parties to project their messages and causes. 


