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Year 12 

Part 1 — Written Response (10 marks) 

Society melds traditional values of identity into a continuum of experience. Through the exploration of the 

different ideas of both individuals and groups we can further our understanding of the foundations of our sense of 

belonging. First impressions are especially vital for new migrants as they form the pinnacle defining elements of 

their personal psyche. Raimond Gaita’s memoir Romulus My Father (RMF) highlights the importance of 

communal support and fundamentals of stable relationships through difficult circumstances for the new migrant 

at a time where Australia being still dominated by a society built on English migration. The Citizenship Test is 

designed to filter the “best” stereotypes for a multicultural Australia. Once Upon a Time in Cabramatta (OUATIC) 

depicts a clashing of long standing ideals where White Australia with the multicultural aspirations of Australia. 

The initial experience of a migrant bears heavily upon the future status of the relationships in their new homes 

and the extent through where they place their identity. Each text explores the implications of old ideas of the 

shifting into its changing surrounds upon the migrant experience. Most of all, however, each text explores what it 

means to “belong” to Australia and to that unique group of people the world knows as “Australians”. 

 

The individual is the centrality of the expression of migrant identity. One’s association of physical and emotional 

location plays an important role towards belonging and unity with the landscape – and this is especially the case 

when one leaves the known and moves to a new country. Romulus’ unconditional love for Raimond is shared in 

the bond between father and son seen through Romulus’ commitment to Raimond growing up as a righteous 

person. Romulus tells Raimond “…you must not lie. That is worse than any damage you might do. Even if you burn 

the house down, you must tell me the truth. If you do there will be no future trouble.’ The Citizenship Pledge 

places emphasis upon loyalty, rights and liberties, the role law and democracy being part of the unique “privilege” 

of being Australian. The Pledge indicates that Australia is a not a perfect country but everyone will work together 

to “solve” common issues. The writing style carries an inspirational tone is formal and contains strong language 

well suited for new Australians joining the wider community by highlighting the meanings of being a citizen. 

Being new migrants placed into an environment of crime and drug abuse, Son Ngyuen has to accept the realities 

that his son Lam Ngyuen is a heroin addict. Lam felt a shattered relationship with his parents as a result of his 

drug addiction and runs away from home, a place where he is receives care and real attention unlike the streets of 

Cabramatta where “drugs were cheap and life was even cheaper”. To establish a worthwhile sense of belonging, 

individuals need gracious love and loyalty to help overcome struggles in order to express identity shown through 

the Gaita and Ngyuen families and also in the creation of the “Australian” in the Citizenship Pledge. 
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Perspectives are fundamental formulations of ideas that shape our decisions and ultimately affect our belonging. 

Everyone wants to belong to a place whether physical or emotional but at the end of the day it is an individual’s 

own choices of whether to belong or not. This choice is reflected strongly in RMF especially as Romulus perceives 

the Australian landscape as ‘one of rare beauty’ but the European surrounds as ‘generous and soft… foliage’, 

indicating that Romulus’s core idea of himself belonging is to Europe. The Citizenship Pledge formulates the idea 

of all Australians regardless of the country of birth to be united by Citizenship and a common bond. It carries 

notions that Australia is a unified and harmonious nation. Through the portrayal of Australia as a unique national 

community, it encourages people to obtain citizenship. The Citizenship Website conveys the ideas of Australia as 

an ancient nation with the Indigenous population of new migrants coming together to common a shared identity. 

A sense of the Australian landscape – represented by the botanical symbol of the wattle that threads the separate 

elements of the citizenship together – is a strong influence on an Australian sense of belonging. 

 

Belonging is an ideal that requires constant effort through struggle and understanding which cannot be attained 

overnight. By the 1970s “Australia was challenged with a clash of the old White Australia and the ideal to create a 

new multicultural nation”. Migrants were initially rejected, later merely tolerated as second class beings and after 

an immense era of work finally accepted into modern multicultural Australia. The idea that new arrivals would 

automatically assimilate would be challenged through of a struggle for acceptance clearly seen through the eyes 

of the Vietnamese people in particular as many prominent figures such as the late parliamentarian John Newman 

(“Send them back to the jungles of Vietnam because that is frankly where they belong”) and former politician 

Pauline Hanson (“We are in danger of being swamped by Asians”) called for the removal of all Asian immigrants as 

they pose a significant threat to the security of Australia. Through development of ideas over a period of time, 

social and political attitudes affecting the treatment of new migrants in Australia have dramatically shifted. RMF 

emphasises the true idea of home, the Citizenship Website is about the sharing in a common bond along with 

OUATIC drawing on the “dystopias” of an inexperienced multicultural society. 

 

The experiences attained through events are those which bind individuals closer together or separate 

relationships but most importantly assist in the formulation of future perspectives throughout life. RMF describes 

a series of unfortunate events which highlights the necessity of belonging especially for a child. Once Romulus 

concedes himself to the Ballarat Mental Hospital, their father and son relationship are altered forever by such 

incident. Australian identity is drawn from the events that shape our experiences of nationhood connection with 

Indigenous Australia. A standout moment of belonging is clearly shown through former Prime Minister Kevin 

Rudd’s apology to the Indigenous people and Stolen Generations in 2008. The motion stated belonging to 

Australia would have “A future where all Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners, with equal 
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opportunities and with an equal stake in shaping the next chapter in the history of this great country, Australia.” 

The statement was delivered on behalf of all Australians He spoke on behalf of all Australians symbolising the true 

‘Australian’ and democratic government working committed to establish belonging for Indigenous Australians 

through reconciliation. The turning point in the relations between multiculturalism and new migrants arose with 

the first political assassination in Australia’s history. What was once a beacon of light for a multicultural Australia 

became far from that, turning into a dystopia and a dysfunctional society. Asian migrants allegedly brought 

“Saigon gangland” into Australia, further isolating and demonising the Vietnamese community. Events are crucial 

components of our lives that dictate choices and decisions to affirm our identity through expressions of 

belonging. 

 

Belonging is drawn from the memories of the past which direct our futures in ways that demonstrate the intricate 

relationship of people, ideas and events. Through the exploration of Gaita’s memoir RMF, the Australian 

Citizenship Test website and the documentary OUATIC, the essence of belonging is conveyed by individuals 

contemplating through role in society whilst dealing with a range of perusal and communal issues. The process of 

sustaining belonging is one that requires struggle and commitment which cannot be achieved overnight or 

without a clash of the old and new ideas. It is only then with a combination of the past and the present can 

belonging be conveyed into the future.  
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Part 2 - Visual Representation (10 marks) 

‘The concept of belonging is conveyed through the representations of people, ideas and events’ 

A3 Collage (Colour) - “Merry Go Round” by Roydon Ng 

(Created using MS PowerPoint, Images from BeautyInEverything.com, ScottZagar.com & Google Images) 

 

Belonging has many faces, several of which are love, tyranny, and diversity which forms a continuum into how we 

interact and relate to our environment. A collage is a form of novelty art designed to create a dramatic 

appearance. Through the insertion of various imagery depicting themes of people, ideas and events a circular 

motif is inscribed into the representation. The adept framing characterised by a history of artworks from pre- 

Renaissance to the post-modern era highlights the continuality of belonging. The key ideas of people are 

developed through diversity of facial images and expressions. The face of belonging is different for each individual 

whom yearns for safety and security. An expression of love is seen through the vivid images of the father and son 

bonding and also through the sexual stance of characters. Conflicting ideologies such as totalitarianism, 

communism, globalisation and multiculturalism can all be found in the collage. In contrasting Holocaust and 
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Coca-Cola imagery, the notion of hardships and struggle are replaced with an international unity through the 

sharing of common goods. Coca-Cola symbolises the coming together of all people in enjoyment and ecstasy. 

Isolation and alienation of oneself from family has also been portrayed with background to the Nazi racial 

intolerance and communist oppression of the people. Through the faces of the people some of which are in black 

and white, a clear cut message of diversity through hardships is shown. Multiculturalism has many colours and 

regardless of physical background, all come together to challenge and renew the spirit of belonging through our 

relationship with our surrounds. Ultimately our belonging is with each other, ourselves and also to the land 

illustrated through the additional grass pasted on the sides to create a three dimensional effect. Regardless of the 

circumstances surrounding our belonging or lack of belonging we are destined to face the same fate as shown 

through the Book of Common Prayer “…earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; in sure and certain hope…” 

 

Part 3 – Reflection (5 marks) 

To what extend has the use of a range of processes and technologies helped you to investigate and organise 

information about the concept belonging, and to understand relationships amongst texts? 

Belonging is a concept that has been illustrated by a variety of means and literary texts such as the memoir 

Romulus My Father by Raimond Gaita, the TV documentary Once Upon a Time in Cabramatta by Jacob Hickey for 

SBS and the Australian Government’s Citizenship Test website resources. By connecting the common themes and 

ideas, my notion of belonging has been strengthened and enriched through exploring the elements across all 

three texts. The combination of textual choices has resulted in the ability to make stringent relationships between 

the key ideas of the expression of individuality through belonging, formation of ideas from experiences and the 

shaping of oneself from past events. Technology plays a ever increasing role in public information and the 

Citizenship Test website and the Once Upon a Time in Cabramatta documentary is no exception. Both texts are in 

digital format which allows for easy and interactive navigation of its contents. The ability to compare and contrast 

imagery from the texts using technology along with being able to create visual representations of belonging has 

been aided by computer technology. Through a situating the three texts side by side and researching a wealth of 

information related to belonging and the texts, the relationships of the principle motifs are clearly seen. My 

understanding of belonging and its associated ideas have been improved through a effective and sustained 

portrayal of people, idea and events from the three literary texts. 


