
 

 

Australian identity – the Citizenship 
Test 

The range of genre in this text (historical narrative, song lyrics, speeches (the Pledge), literary 

techniques, such as powerful symbolism in words AND images) is fascinating. 

Note: 

 the structure , examining the essence of the Australian identity from clearly defined , 

complimentary perspectives. 

 The importance of patriotic and emotionally stirring genre:  

o the Pledge itself with its emphasis upon Loyalty, democracy, rights and liberties, the 

importance of its laws and the unique “privilege” of being Australian; the 

requirement of participation in a diverse community which “We celebrate ...and at 

the same time, strive for a unified and harmonious nation. “It is an honest pledge. 

acknowledging that there will be “problems” which we will work together “to solve” 

and that   

Australia is an ancient land. It is vast and unique.  

It is a country of rainforests and woodlands; of golden  

beaches and dry deserts. Our Indigenous cultures are  

the oldest continuing cultures in the world. We are  

also a young nation; a nation of migrants. ... [Note the paradox here – we are the 

oldest and youngest country at the one and the same time] 

  . 

Citizenship is the  

bond that unites us all.  

The Australian Citizenship Pledge carries an inspirational tone of formal, strong 

language, appropriate for  an important first step  for all Australian citizens to 

understand our rights and responsibilities and what it means to be a citizen, whether 

we are Australian by birth or by choice. It is a critical part of building our nation. 

o The stirring lyrics of “Advance Australia Fair” – a more relaxed Lawson – like 

examination of the iconic elements of our country and our character.  

o The proud testimony of the nation’s Nobel laureats  

o The personal vignettes of key contributors to the nations’heritage – avaiation 

pioneers, writers, historians and portraits giving testimony to Great Australians : 

men like Sir Charles Kingsford Smith, Sir Edward Weary Dunlop, and brave women 

like Caroline Chisholm, Dr Victor Chang, Albert Namatjira (1902 – 1959), Edie Mabo – 



 

 

each of whom have shaped not only our art, our medical sciences but also our legal 

history. Find examples of literary figures who have done similar things (from your 

texts). Which of the fictional and real figures loom largest, are the most 

impressive, demonstrate best the theme of the importance of making a 

contribution to the Australian community. How, when you juxtapose them do you 

come better to understand the different perspectives that fiction and fact give of 

the same subject matter? QUOTE FROM THE LITERARY TEXTS AND THE MINI 

BIOGRAPHIES, TO SHOW THE STRENGTH OF EACH GENRE IN TELLING A PERSON’S 

STORY. 

o Note the importance of historical record, the expansion inland, the miners, the 

pastoralists, the migrants, the Anzacs – the document provides a source of truth 

about the history that lies behind the characters explored in the literature of Lawson 

or the poetry of A D Hope. 

o LIST THE IMAGES PRESENTED IN THIS TEXT THAT MOST APPEAL TO YOU AS 

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE VALUES OF AUSTRALIA OR THE CHARACTER OF ITS 

PEOPLE AND LAND. QUOTE THESE. 

o Note above all, the importance of the upbeat, positive tone – the book is a 

celebration of a nation, its history, its peoples and its future. This is Australia’s story 

– a factual account of Who we are and Where we have come from that rivals any 

fiction. 

 

 Note the iconic symbolism of the flags of each of the States – and the democratic credibility 

given to the Eureka Stockade and its flag. 

 Note the description of the symbolism of the Australian flag – and the importance of colour. 

 Note the mini story of the original of our national gemstone , the opal – a moving and 

intriguing reinforcement of our aboriginal heritage – one of the things that makes our land 

spiritually distinct. 

 Note especially the banding of each section by the wattle, the national flower from which 

are derived our national colours that continue to inform our spirit, that links us symbolically 

to the land of the first Australians, the aborigines. 

 Note the honesty in the acknowledgment of the speech The Apology to the Stolen 

Generations, 2008 On 13 February 2008, the Australian Prime Minister made a national 

apology to the Stolen Generations in the Australian Parliament. He spoke on behalf of  

all Australians. This reference closes the loop with evidence of the great Australian character 

and democratic system working together to unite the ancient past with a promising future. 

  


