
THREE GOLDEN RULES FOR WRITING ECONOMICS EXTENDED 
RESPONSES  
 

1. Answer the question 

 It may sound obvious but it is amazing how often students don't fully read the 
questions and answer the question asked of them.   

Think about where in the syllabus the question comes from.  

Highlight key terms. 

Think carefully about the directive term / verb/ text type  used in the question - the 
same directive term is used for both stimulus questions in a given exam (Question 25 
and 26)  and similarly with the non stimulus questions(Q 27 and 28) .   

Make sure you understand what is involved in answering these directive terms - what 
does it mean to analyse, to evaluate, to explain, to discuss. Below are some examples 
from the last 6 exams. 

 

Non stimulus questions 
 
2010 and 2009  - analyse 

 Analyse the causes and effects of fluctuations in Australia’s external stability. 
(2010) 
 

2008  -  evaluate  
 Evaluate the effectiveness of monetary policy in achieving Australia’s economic 

objectives. (2008) 

2007 - explain 
 For an economy other than Australia, explain how government development 

strategies have responded to the process of globalisation. (2007) 

2006 - outline and discuss 
 Outline the causes of an increase in demand for the Australian dollar, and 

discuss the impacts on the Australian economy of a sustained appreciation of 
the Australian currency.  

 
2005 - outline and analyse 

 Outline the factors affecting Australia’s economic growth, and analyse the 
relationship between economic growth and changes in Australia’s 
unemployment rate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. Write a really good introduction 

 
Read the extended response options carefully during reading time.  Have your brain 
thinking about them in the background while doing the rest of the paper.  Spend time 
planning your essay and write a thoughtful, enticing and accurate introduction. 
 
First impressions count and your introduction is just that - the way of introducing the 
marker to what YOU are going to say in your extended response.  You need to show 
that you can answer the question, that you have good knowledge of the current 
economic environment and that you can use economic terms and concepts. 
 
Use some time to plan your extended response and, in particular, spend time thinking 
about your introduction. 
 
Practise writing good introductions prior to the exam. 
 
 
 
 

3. Support your arguments with evidence - economic data 
 
To write a top band essay your essay must illustrate more than an understanding of the 
theory.  You must relate your answer to what is currently occurring in the Australian 
and global economy. 
 
Support the economic theory with reference to current policy, relevant and accurate 
statistics and an understanding of what is currently happening in the economy. 
 
When answering the stimulus questions (Q 25 or 26) you must make reference to the 
stimulus provided but you should also include your own.   
 
If you are going to use diagrams make sure they are relevant.  They also must be 
accurate, fully labelled and very importantly, they should be referred to in the body of 
the essay.  
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