
© www.roydonng.com  

 

 

Key Dates 

• 1945: Start of Cold War, UN is formed  

• 1950: Korean War begins, CPA dissolution bill  

• 1951: ANSUS Pact is signed, failed anti-communist referendum  

• 1954: SEATO is signed, the Petrov Affair  

• 1962: Australia sends advisors to S. Vietnam  

• 1964: Conscription is re-introduced with birthday lottery  

• 1966: Holt says “...All the way with LBJ”. More combat troops in Vietnam 

• 1970: Vietnam War moratorium. Widespread protests  

• 1972: Gough Whitlam  becomes PM, troop withdrawals from Vietnam  

 

• Australia was greatly concerned about the threat of communism in the period after 1945. 

• Inside Australia, it led to actions against domestic communists. 

• Outside of Australia it led to Australia joining security organisations seeking to contain the spread of 

communism, and to actually fighting against communists with its allies. 

• Australia was keen to support its American allies in the Vietnam War. 

• Australia was motivated by both the fear of the spread of communism and the desire to be seen as a 

loyal US ally. 

• Opinion at home became divided over the Vietnam War. 

• At first, most people were behind the war. 

• By the late 1960s, public opinion was sharply divided, with many in opposition to the war due to its 

futility, its brutality and the issue of conscription. 

• Opposition culminated in the giant moratorium demonstrations of 1970. 

• The Vietnam War had a major impact on Australia. 

• Thousands of Indochinese refugees fled Vietnam and Cambodia and have settled here. 

• Australia now plays a much bigger role in Asia. 

• Vietnam veterans were poorly treated after the war and many still suffer problems from the war. 

• Migration patterns have diversified considerably since 1945, with migrants arriving from all parts of 

Europe, the Middle East, South America and Asia. 

• In the 1950s many migrants worked on the Snowy Mountains Scheme. 

• The White Australia Policy came to an end. 

• Migrants have done much to enrich what has become Australia’s multicultural society. 


