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Why Did World War Two End? 

The Second World War could be seen as the turning point of a Great War which began before the 1900s and which would last over one 

hundred crucial years. The tensions between empires plunged Europe into an age of jealousy and fear of one another’s power and superiority. 

Great Britain and France saw Germany as a threat to its influence in Europe. Russia and the Austrian-Hungarian nations were constantly 

uneasy about Russian expansionistic policies. The Power Keg erupted when Franz Ferdinand was assassinated in Bosnia by a Serbian national 

causing a domino effect and militaria responses by the many alliances in Europe. World War One came and went costing the lives of many 

millions of people from numerous countries. The fighting was temporarily halted in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles but the aggression and fear 

were not eliminated. The financial situation of the late 1920s lead to a reprisal on Great Britain, which some believe laid out at Versailles in 1919 

by the Allies. People power in Germany ensured that there would be a near encore of the First World War. But this time, it was only on a much 

larger scale and in a global perspective involving Japan in Asia. Russia had also succumbed to the toll of the war, eventually resulting in the 

Bolshevik and Communist revolution securing Soviet rule in the USSR. 

Japan had industrialised quickly during the times of financial hardship turning the tables on Britain and its allies. Japanese conquests of eastern 

Asia, beginning with Manchuria were seen as the start of the Second World War. Germany which was now under the control of the tyrant Hitler, 

sought to retaliate against its harsh treatment and sanctions used to control the crippled nation. Germany quickly swept Europe, reducing the 

French at its wake. A proud Hitler quickly sought to establish an Aryan dominated Europe, first with the Holocaust and then the invasion of 

Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union. The Rats of Tobruk inflict would be a representation of the fate which awaited the Germans. By July, 

1944, the German military situation was frantic, the war was completely lost by early 1945, and Hitler insisted that Germans fight on to the death. 

On April 30 Adolf Hitler committed suicide in an underground bunker. Hitler left Germany devastated; his legacy is the memory of one of the 

most frightful tyrannies of recent history. With the demise of Hitler, saw the signing of an unconditional surrender by the German army 

represented through Wilhelm Keitel on 8 May 1945. The Potsdam conference was held in 1945 which awarded the USSR with new field position. 
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Although the European battles had dimmed, the Japanese were rampant in their attempts to destroy Australian-American influence in the Asia-

Pacific struck Pearl Harbour, Darwin bombings, submarine, naval attacks and storming of Kokoda. The Japanese refused to give in until the 

atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the Americans under the order of Harry Truman. The Japanese Emperor finally convinced the 

Japanese military to surrender to the United States. Emperor Hirohito would become just a symbol to people, stripping him of monarchical 

powers. The battles in the Second World War set up many divides that would not be torn down for several more decades. With Japan now in the 

process of rebuild and Germany starting to recovery, the Communist agenda strengthened in the USSR and spread rampantly around the 

Soviet Union. Communist ideology influenced what is now the most powerful country financially in the world. The extent of Communism reached 

shores of nearly every continent. The era after the Second World War was war without peace. The American and many western nations were 

afraid of the Communists taking over governments so in the 1950s and 60s two wars were fought to remove communism from Asia, resulting in 

American defeats at the hands of China. 

Another feature of the divide between the First and Second Worlds was the Iron Curtain. Most countries either supported or were supported by 

the Eastern or Western hemispheres during the Cold War. The Cuban missile crisis of 1962 nearly turned the tide of the Cold War. The 

Russians withdrew the imminent threat to World War Three at the last moment. World War Two had set up a barrier to world progress that 

would last until the late 1980s when the Fall of the Berlin War marked the conclusion of a conflict that began over a century ago. The American 

administration and other western nations welcomed opened interaction with the former USSR. Boris Yeltsin and Gorbachev began the process 

in 1989 which saw the demise of the Brezhnev Doctrine and introduced reform to the Communist policies. 

The fall of the Soviet Union signals a new chapter in the world’s rugged history. This latest Hundred Year War originated from the 1870s and 

lasting until the 1990s, costing many hundreds of millions of lives and billions in money with no real victor. However, to this day remnants of the 
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past are still very much entrenched and active in today’s governments and within its policies. Every person has been affected by this Hundred 

War in one way or another. The struggle between empires may be ended for now, but it seems that we are headed down the same path. 


