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The Taming of the Shrew - Act 1, Scene 1 & 2 

� After reading Scene 1: Write a paragraph explaining Lucentio’s plan to get Bianca, include 3 

quotes as evidence from the play. 

In Shakespeare’s comedy “The Taming of the Shrew”, several romantic plots are carried out 

during the course of the play. An example of one such activity is the attractiveness that is 

shown by the multiple suitors for Baptisa’s youngest daughter. Bianca as the younger child 

under traditional values cannot be wed before her elder sister; Katherine the Shrew has been 

married. The wooing contest for Bianca’s love is being waged between several talented 

suitors including Lucentio, Gremio, and Hortensio. Lucentio originated from the region of 

Pisa is accompanied by his personal aide Tranio travels to Padua in order for Lucentio to 

attend university. Lucentio is immediately swept away when he has his first glance on Bianca. 

“That love should of a sudden take such hold” (Act 1, Scene 1, Line 193) He plots with his 

servant to exchange places to be disguised as Cambio. “We have not yet been seen in any 

house… Uncase thee; take my coloured hat and cloak” (Lines 190 & 198) Lucentio 

(disguised as Cambio) acts as a professional Latin tutor who teaches Bianca whilst trying to 

win her love. “Tranio, be so, because Lucentio loves” (Line 209) 

� After reading Scene 2: Write a paragraph (pg. 39-44) explaining Petruchio’s attitude to love and 

marriage. How does Shakespeare express these ideas? Use 3 quotes from the text. 

Petruchio’s view regarding marriage is seen at first without much love. The lacking of 

genuine affection would have been of much controversy although possibly not abnormal for 

unions during the Shakespearean era. “And yet I’ll promise thee she shall be rich” (Act 1, 

Scene 2, Line 59) Already a wealthy gentleman, Petruchio strives to increase his fortune 

using various investments such as marrying Katherine the Shrew. “I come to wive it 

wealthily in Padua” (Line 72) Shakespeare’s ideas of marriage and love as portrayed by 

Petruchio’s language suggest that it was not uncommon for gentlemen to court wealthy 

women with the real intention of being the beneficiary of the wedding dowry. “With wealth 

enough, and young, and beauteous” (Line 82) 

� Extension: From what you have read/viewed so far, analyse how Shakespeare has used language 

to contrast Bianca and Katherine. Include references to techniques. 

Language is one of the most critical aspects of Shakespeare’s theatrical productions as 

settings and scenes were described though speech. In the play ‘The Taming of the Shrew’, 

Katherine is portrayed as the Shrew whilst her younger sister is depicted as a sweet and ‘little’ 

girl. Shakespeare uses language that is blunting but yet comedic. Bianca’s phrasing shows 

that she is polite and well tempered even in situations when Katherine is aggressive. This is 

clearly evident when the suitors want to marry Bianca at the beginning of Act 1. Katherine 

demonstrates that she is not like the ‘Kates’ but rather independent but intolerant of others. 

Katherine the Shrew constantly becomes confrontational towards others and rants at those 

who share different points of view. Bianca on the other hand is calmer and proceeds to each 

of these situations in a lady-like manner. Shakespeare uses expressions like Katherine as a 

frontal display of comedy between the contrast between the Shrew and Bianca. 


