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We’ve changed but the Anzac Legend hasn’t! 

Australian society has evolved since the years of the Great War but the legendary Anzacs will always live on. 

“What you leave behind is not what is engraved in stone monuments, but what is woven into the lives of 

others.”1 The Anzac legend has been born out of sheer courage along with determination, and ingenuity of 

mates, on top of overcoming the near - impossible, and beating the odds of bereavement. These young athletes 

were more than just ordinary soldiers who fought in World War One. It is due to the efforts which forged the 

strength of the Anzacs that won the war through the exhibit of valour, strength of mind and leadership. 

 

The urge wholeheartedly demonstrated by the Anzacs to undergo setbacks and triumph over then underpins the 

cornerstone of the Anzac legend. It is driven by this type of energy that stimulates such acts of phenomenal 

bravery and sacrifice from the young soldiers set in the doom of war. An excellent example of the legendary 

mateship of Anzac is through Simpson and his donkey on the impossible and wild Anzac Cove. Simpson being 

only a young lad in his early 20s salvaged the lives of over 300 wounded soldiers. Many of his superiors and 

peers said "Has the bloke with the donk stopped one yet?"2 Since the legends origin at Gallipoli in 1915, this 

spirit of mateship and courageousness has been entrenched in this country and is a foundation of vast pride by 

its entire people.  

 

Simpson, a stretcher - carrier at Gallipoli, used discarded donkeys to carry injured soldiers out of danger. He 

constantly himself exposed to bullets and shrapnel but regardless of his risky exercise, he laughed at the peril 

and was remembered as often being very cheerful. He rescued in the order of three hundred wounded soldiers 

in just over 3 weeks that he committed his life to saving others and is highly considered as one of “the most 

appreciated and well-liked of all the heroes of Anzac.” He took on a significant task in assisting to craft the Anzac 

legend and is still a motivation to numerous Australians today. 

 

The legend of Anzac “was one of the most inspiring sights of those early Gallipoli days.”2 Today Anzac Day is one 

of the most commemorated events in Australia. The spirit of the Anzac legend has been galvanised by John 

Simpson’s efforts. Governments continue to acknowledge the ‘digger’; the emblematic Australian or New 

Zealand infantryman. Demonstrating extraordinary audacity, these men charged with bayonet and achieved 
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incredible feats through ‘blood, guts and the stuff of legend’ 3 The legend of Anzac continued to be a pressing 

topic all throughout the 20th century with the petitioning by the Australian government to the British War office 

for a posthumous Victoria Cross be awarded to Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick. 

 

Evidently as Australian society and its demographics have diversified from the days of the Great War, the legend 

lives on through Australia’s annual Anzac Day, Remembrance Day and other commemorative occasions where 

the lost post can still be hear along with the Anzac creed which was written 93 years ago. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them. (Binyon, 1917) 

 

Last year, the Queensland RSL released the “Last Post” as a mobile phone ringtone download for a two dollar 

donation4, although this was widely criticised by veterans, it shows that we are changing in our communication 

and society but these items are a representation that the Anzac legend continue to flourish unaltered. 

Queensland RSL chief executive Chris McHugh says thousands of people have downloaded the ringtone, 

available online for a $2 donation. “It's a good way of getting to young people to remind them of the 

significance... 4” The controversy surrounding the release of the Last Post is further confirmation that the Anzac 

Legend lives on today as a survey of students at the University of Technology in Sydney show. "It's pretty bad, 

disrespect on the diggers and it's not on," one student said. 

It is obvious that there were many positives and negatives surrounding the distribution of such symbolic items 

between the young people today and the veteran soldiers around the Anzac legend. Youth involvement in the 

war is important, not only to modern Anzac history but also to Australian history. It is important to know that 

young people were there on the battlefield, willing to sacrifice themselves for their nation at the time when 

Australian’s national character was said to have been established so adapting to the youth culture of today can 

be seen as further step in benefiting the longevity of Anzac. 

 

The willpower that drove the making of the legend lives on in our day. Young soldiers during WW2 on the 

Kokoda Track and in Borneo showed the strength of mind in overwhelming the odds. In horrifying circumstances 

they walked throughout the ruthless situation, knowing that to standstill would mean assured death. They 
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continued marching to ensure they did not meet an end in sweltering, forsaken jungles, discarded by society. As 

well as the peacekeepers abroad whom relentlessly caring for unfamiliar nations, Australian support efforts in 

the aftermath of the Boxing Day Tsunami in Indonesia confirms the true determination and enthusiasm to help 

others, just as the Anzacs who landed at Gallipoli did 95 years ago. Australian relief workers and troops worked 

diligently all the way through ruined infrastructure, lands flooded with mid and heavy rain to get provisions to 

anywhere they were needed. Showing inconceivable willpower and commitment, they endured dreadful 

surroundings and succeeded in rescuing countless lives. Determination which was born out of hardship in 

Gallipoli has passed through even to today, and is frequently demonstrated by all Australian troops, 

peacekeeping troops and aid workers in a foreign country along with the everyday citizens in society in daily 

elements of life. 

 

The character and traits which define the Anzac legend and spirit continue live on in our multicultural society 

today. Although one individual might speculate the changes over time, we have become known as Australians 

for the exceptional mixture of these characteristics in our society. The actions of some prominent Australians 

have maintained our representation gained at Gallipoli and have defined Australia to the rest of the world. It is 

because of the young Anzacs whom displayed significant bravery, humour in spite of such adversity and true 

mateship that renew Anzac tradition and spirit alive in modern Australian society today. 
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