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2010 Federal Election Predictions: 

• Labor to win with a reduced majority in the House of Representatives and the Greens to hold 

the balance of power in the Senate.
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A Day to Remember 

The Changing of the Guard 

By 2006, it was clear that the Australian population had lost faith with the Howard government and sought an 

end to over 10 years of Liberal rule. John Howard’s industrial relations policy “Work Choices” was the last 

straw for many Australians. By this time support for the Labor Party led by then opposition leader Kevin Rudd 

gained strong momentum. The “Kevin 07” slogan became the catch phrase for the historic and landslide victory 

by the Labor Party in 2007, which saw John Howard become the second Prime Minister in Australian politics to 

be unseated. 

 

John Howard (1996 - 2007)  Kevin Rudd (2007 - 2010) 

The then new Labor Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s cabinet was spearheaded by the ‘redhead’ Julia Gillard as 

deputy and Treasurer Wayne Swan, as well as Stephen Smith as Foreign Minister. Kevin Rudd quickly ratified 

the Kyoto protocol and shredded “Work Choices”. However, the most outstanding achievement for Australia 

was the government’s apology to the Indigenous Australians on the 13
th

 February 2008. 

 

Sorry Day “Kevin Rudd’s Apology to Indigenous Australians” (13-02-2008) 

The Global Financial Crisis which shook every economy and battered many more sent the Australian 

government into a spin. With predictions of a recession unseen in over ½ a century and possibly worse than the 

Great Depression, the government initiated his own demise for short term popularity. The cash splashes through 

of over 40 billion dollars led to contractor rorting and decreasing popularity for the government as it was forced 

into a back flip over the Emissions Trading Scheme by the opposition. An inability to negotiate with the Mining 

Industry saw Rudd’s mining Super Profits Tax and political survival in limbo. 
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As a result of failed schemes and bungled promises, the “Kevin 07” era drew to an abrupt halt on Thursday 24
th

 

June 2010. On this extraordinary day, Australia witnessed the first female Prime Minister Julia Gillard being 

sworn into office by female Governor General Quentin Bryce. 

History Repeated in the Labor Party 

Australian politics like Russian roulette is often unpredictable and produces astounding results. Bob Hawke has 

been polled as one of Australia’s best prime ministers. Despite losing office to his treasurer, Paul Keating, he is 

remembered famously celebrating the Australia’s first America’s Cup victory in 1983. Bob Hawke was involved 

with the trade unions and was elected president of the ACTU. He called for calm at the time of the Whitlam 

dismissal and won the 1983 elections without a clear majority in the Senate. The Hawke Labor government took 

a leading role with negations regarding Israel and developed a good relationship with the Jewish community. 

During his eight years in office, Hawke stopped the construction of the Franklin River dam, brought in 

economic rationalist policies, held a successful Economic Summit Conference in Canberra, declared support for 

the United States and undertook massive reforms of nearly every governmental sector. Although Bob Hawke 

won a second term in office in 1987, the recession and worsening financial situation saw his popularity tumble. 

This gave rise to Paul Keating from within the Labor party and in 1991 faced two caucus ballots which by 

December saw Hawke ousted in favour of Keating. Bob Hawke resigned from parliament in 1992. 

 

Bob Hawke (1983 – 1991)  Paul Keating (1991 – 1996) 

The contrast between Paul Keating and Bob Hawke could not have been greater. Paul Keating was a highly 

skilled debated and even at his worst could trample his political opponents. Also with strong political influences 

during his youth, he joined the Labor Party in the late 1960s and entered the House of Representatives in 1969. 

He served as the shadow minister for energy and mining until being appointed treasurer by Hawke in 1991. 

After fearing the Australia would become a ‘banana republic’, Keating pressed with radical market reform and 

floated the Australian economy onto the world market. With Hawke’s failure the acknowledge Keating’s 

contributions to their 1987 election victory, the working relationship started to tether. The pair made an 

agreement at Kirribilli in 1998, which would allow Keating to take over after 1990. Hawke did not adhere to this 

arrangement and Keating although unsuccessful in his first challenge won the Prime Ministership in December 

1991. Paul Keating continued with reforms creating Medicare and opposing the Goods and Services Tax. 

However in 1996, the electorate wanted change and ended Labor’s 13 year rule by handing power to Howard’s 

Liberal party whom were determined to win the election on the backbone of reducing deficit. Until recently, 

Bob Hawke continued to hold a grudge against Paul Keating. 

Australia Labor Party Bob Hawke: 23
rd

 PM, Paul Keating: 24
th

 PM, Kevin 

Rudd 26
th

 PM, Julia Gillard: 27
th

 PM 
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Liberal – National Coalition John Howard: 25
th

 PM,

 

 

Australia’s first female Prime Minister, the Hon Julia Gillard (24
th
 June 2010 to Present) 

Impact on Indigenous Australians 

This recent takeover of the top job appears to have little impact on Indigenous Australians as there have been no 

new related policy announcements. However the process of reconciliation continues from Kevin Rudd’s 

apology to the Indigenous Australians for the wrongs committed to the Stolen Generation and the depravation of 

their rights. In the former Prime Minister’s Sorry Day apology he extended his condolences and sympathises; 

“The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia’s history by righting the wrongs of the 

past and so moving forward with confidence to the future. We apologise for the laws and policies of successive 

Parliaments and governments that have inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss on these our fellow 

Australians. We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their 

families, their communities and their country. For the pain, suffering and hurt of these Stolen Generations, their 

descendants and for their families left behind, we say sorry.” 

Indigenous Australians were subject to persecution and discrimination as soon as Captain Cook landed in 

Botany Bay in 1788. The European settlers paid little attention to the human rights of the aboriginal population 

and instigated a series of decimation attempts which were followed by the government policies of assimilation 

and integration. These government actions took an enormous toll on the Indigenous Australians as nearly all of 

families were ripped apart in the “Stolen Generations”. Children were ‘abducted’ as parts of an attempt to 

remove the Aboriginal race as what some call an act of genocide. Following years of campaigning and setbacks, 

the Aboriginal people were finally shown the next step in the “new page in the history of our great continent can 

now be written. We today take this first step by acknowledging the past and laying claim to a future that 

embraces all Australians.” 
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