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Population Trends in Australia 
• Current Population: 22,489,000 (17 November 2010) 

Age structure 

• 0-14 years: 18.9% 

• 15-64 years: 67.9% 

• 65 years and over: 13.5% (2009 estimate) 

Median age 

• Total: 37.3 years 

• Male: 36.6 years 

• Female: 38.1 years (2009 est.) 

Population growth rate 

The trend of population growth in Australia (thousands of persons). The rate of population 

growth changed significantly following the Australian gold rushes, the Great depression and 

World War II. 

As of the end of June 2009 the population growth rate was 2.1%. This rate was based on 

estimates of: 

• one birth every 1 minute and 45 seconds, 

• one death every 3 minutes and 40 seconds, 

• a net gain of one international migrant every 1 minutes and 51 seconds leading to 

• an overall total population increase of one person every 1 minutes and 11 seconds. 

In 2009 the estimated rates were: 

• Birth rate - 12.47 births/1,000 population (Rank 164) 

• Mortality rate - 6.68 deaths/1,000 population (Rank 146) 

• Net migration rate - 6.23 migrant(s)/1,000 population. (Rank 15) 

Life expectancy at birth 

• Total: 81.63 years 

• country comparison to the world: 70 

• Male: 79.25 years 

• Female: 84.15 years 

• Australia's population passes 22 million  

• Majority of growth from overseas migration  

• Migration 'dictated by workforce needs'  
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Changing Communities in Australia 
Definition 

• Ccommunities defined by shared space, for example, a suburb or town  

• Communities defined by a shared interest or social organisation, for example, the 

Socceroo's fan club or the Italian community. 

Sporting communities 

• Many Australians love sport. Many people are members of a sporting community 

whether they play sport professionally or for leisure, or whether they like to watch 

games or follow a particular team. There are around six million people aged 5 and over 

actively involved in Australian sport communities. 

Beach communities 

• The beach represents an aspect of the Australian lifestyle and is a 'community' in terms 

of shared space. When Australians go to the beach, they enjoy sitting with friends, 

family and other community members. They also enjoy the sun, the waves, the 

atmosphere, playing sport and even a BBQ. 

Multicultural communities 

• In urban and regional centers we find an array of culturally diverse communities. 

Around a quarter of Australia's population is composed of citizens who were born 

overseas and migrated to Australia. Some suburbs in cities and large regionally-based 

towns and cities are highly multicultural (with an ethnic composition of over 90 per 

cent). Australia is developing its national multicultural identity. Neighborhoods and 

schools are made-up of people from various ethnic and cultural backgrounds who often 

speak more than one language. 

Interest groups as communities 

• Interest groups are either political or social communities. Social interest groups are communities 

that have a common social interest, such as a parenting group or a local conservation group. 

Multiculturalism and multicultural policy refer to the way in which the diverse cultures and 

ethnic communities in the Australian population are recognized and strengthened. Cultural 

integration is evidence of multicultural policy and is observable in places such as Cabramatta in 

Sydney's south-west. Cultural integration occurs when communities and governments work 

together to celebrate diversity, improve community services, meet diverse community needs 

and address community problems.  


