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State Parliament: the state parliament is became meaning it has two houses like the federal 

parliament  

Legislative council being the upper house (senate in Federal) and legislative assembly the lower 

house (house of reps in Federal)  

• The legislative assembly Is where the party who has the most vote become the government 

with 93 members currently 

• Members in the lower house are represent a electorate or area in the state 

• The legislative council is the upper house or senate and it has 42 members (senate) and 93 

members (legislative council. 

• The role of the senate is to reject any laws/bills that come from the House of Reps that don’t 

satisfy them  

• Like the federal parliament, State parliament bills must pass both house to become a law 

and it must not go against any federal laws. 

• Democracy: when the people have a say about the Government and are given Freedom of 

speech and fair trials and treatment to the minorities 

Roles: 

• Governor-general: the role of the Governor General includes appointing ambassadors, 

ministers and judges but its main role is to represent the monarchy in Australia (the current 

G-G is Ms Quentin Bryce AC. 

• The speaker of the House: the speaker of the house is like the Judge in a court. He/she 

makes sure that order is kept within the Legislative assembly (lower court of State 

government) 

• Opposition Prime Minister: the opposition is the Prime Minister is the leader of the 

opposition and tries to persuade people to vote against any Government bills by stating any 

weakness and showing other alternatives 

• Prime Minister: the prime minister is the leader of the Government (country) and it to create 

any bill that may benefit the country also they are to make sure the country is running 

properly  

• Cabinet: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal System 

Government Parliament Courts 

• Administer the law 

• Enforce the law 

• Create Law 

• Amend Law 

• Abolish Law 

• Interprets the law 
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The Australia’s legal and government system is designed that no one side can take total control of 

the country to create a dictation ship or anarchy (when there is no law or enforcement in the 

country) 

 

The Australian Constitution: 

• The Australian constitution was made in 1901 and approved by the queen after the states 

joined together in 1900 

•  The two important sections of the constitution is: 

o Section 51: divides the power and states what the Federal Government is in power 

of 

o Section 71: created the high court and its role 

• To change the constitution a referendum is required and a majority from both the states and 

country is required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Political parties: 

 There are two kinds of political party:  

o Lobby Groups- groups of people with common views that don’t wish to be involved in 

politics but still want a say in it by influencing politicians e.g. trade unions, NRMA, green 

peace. 

o Political parties- groups of people with common views or belief that want the powers to 

make laws themselves e.g. liberal, family first, labor. 

Levels of government: 

• Federal government: this is the highest government in Australia and is responsible for areas like tax 

(GST, Income tax) defense, trade, foreign affairs their income come from: import tax and GST 

• State government: the state Government is in charge of its appointed state. It looks after the areas 

of: Education, health and major roads their source of income comes from: Stamp Duties, Business tax 

etc  

• Local governments: these are councils that have been appointed to look after certain suburbs. They 

take care of:  small roads, waste management, parks and library their source of income comes from: 

rates, state government grants  

Voting systems: 

(Lower house): the lower house or House of reps is voted in a preferring voting system.  

Meaning that if your first preference was not at the top of the list your second choice well 

gets the vote. This will continue until a party has a majority of the votes (50.1%) 

(Upper house): the upper or senate uses a proportional voting system which requires the 

candidates to reach a certain amount of quota. The voting ballot has a number of all the 
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parties and its members in which you can vote from one to the last member or vote for each 

party at the top. This is why preferring your vote is so important: 
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