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The Pirate Party is an official political organisation that 
addresses the practical areas of our modern technologies. Pirate 
Party Australia is a sub-branch of Pirate Party International. 
The Pirate Party political movement began in Sweden and over the 
last few years have spread to over 40 countries. Although a 
relatively new political initiative, it has managed to succeed in 
the European Parliament along with German and Switzerland’s 
council elections. Pirate Party aims to help establish, to support and promote, 
and to maintain communication and co-operation between pirate parties around 
the world. 

 Policy & Beliefs 

Since its Australian launch in 2009, 
Pirate Party Australia (PPAU) has 
founded policies in the regions of 
the privacy and copyright. The party 
seeks to raise awareness in 
reforming legislation and policy 
surrounding society, originality of 
ideas and the protection of civil 
liberties. Pirate Party is not in 
opposition to the basic principles 
of copyright, but is endeavouring to 
enact improvement of intellectual 
property laws. According to the 
Pirate Party, it is the sharing of 
ideas that are the common 
foundations of our democracy; 
therefore it does not support the 
coining of non-tangible works as 
intellectual property. PPAU believes 
that the current Copyright Act lacks 
reform and stands for the abolition 
of the ’70 years past the author’s 
death’ and the criminalisation of 
non-commercial file sharing. Pirate 
Party in turn is part of a coalition 
of voices lobbying against the Labor 
Government’s proposed mandatory 
Internet Filtration system. A recent 
example of its policy in action is 
PPAU’s opposition to the patenting 
of breast cancer genes. PPAU 
spokesman has commented on the legal 
challenge to the increasing 
percentage of human genes being 
patented, “It is completely 
unacceptable that we should even 
consider permitting this sort of 
monopolist behaviour with our genes, 
and we hope the courts comes to the 
same conclusion”. Other ideologies 
of the Pirate Party include: freedom 
of information, open government and 
network neutrality. 

 Party History 

Pirate Party Australia is based on 
Pirate Party International, a 
Swedish based political organisation 

advocating for better civil 
liberalities legislations, less 
restrictions on intellectual 
property and removal of censorship. 
Pirate Party International was 
founded in 2006 in Europe and it 
managed to secure preliminary seats 
in the European elections in 2009. 
The Australian wing of Pirate Party 
International, which is Pirate Party 
Australia registered as an official 
party after its party launch, in 
late 2009. PPAU is holding its first 
annual conference as a political 
party on July 31st 2010. 

 Party Statistics 

Since Pirate Party is a new 
political party, less than one year 
old, it has achieved well in 
attracting 530 members (as of July 
2010). Although technology and 
related social issues affect both 
genders, only 10% of Pirate Party 
members are female whilst 477 
members are male. The typical PPAU 
member is in their early 30s, with 
the average age being 33. 

 Party Hierarchy 

Pirate Party Australia elected its 
first president, Mr David Crafti 
with Mr Rodney Serkowski as the 
party secretary in 2009. The party 
president has responsibilities for 
the general organisation roles 
within the party and the party 
secretary manages its finances, 
membership and other administration 
positions. 

 Role in Australian Society 

Recently, the Pirate Party of 
Australia organised workshops with 
Exit International which taught 
senior citizens about the 
Commonwealth government’s proposed 
mandatory internet filter system. 
During these sessions, PPAU 
demonstrated that it was possible to 
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circumvent such censorship 
technologically to allow them access 
to euthanasia techniques on 
controversial Dr Philip Nitschke’s 
websites. 

 Future Prospects 

Pirate Party Australia was not able 
to meet the party registration 
deadline in 2010 and therefore is 
unable to participate in the August 
21st federal elections. A Pirate 
party source has confirmed that it 
intends to participate in other 
future elections, possibly running 
against The Greens. It is continuing 
its membership drive offering 
discount membership and free access 
to its annual conferences. 

 Methodologies & Sources 

1. PIRATE PARTY AUSTRALIA 

HTTP://WWW.PIRATEPARTY.ORG.AU 

2. PIRATE PARTY INTERNATIONAL 

HTTP://WWW.PP-INTERNATIONAL.NET/ 

3. PPAU: PRESIDENT: DAVID CRAFTI 

DAVIDCRAFTI@PIRATEPARTY.ORG.AU 

4. PPAU SECRETARY:RODNEY SERKOWSKI 

RODNEYSERKOWSKI@PIRATEPARTY.ORG.AU 

5. WIKIPEDIA: PIRATE PARTY 
AUSTRALIA & PIRATE PARTY 
INTERNATIONAL 

HTTP://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/PIRATE_
PARTY_AUSTRALIA 

HTTP://EN.WIKIPEDIA.ORG/WIKI/PIRATE_
PARTIES_INTERNATIONAL 


