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Half a World Away 

1. Europe after the war 

As a result of World War 2, many nations especially France were wrecked by many years of war. The countries of Britain, 

Germany, the USSR, and eastern European countries suffered from lack of infrastructure, crippling economies and displacement 

and despair within the civilian population. Many people could not return to their homes and had to leave their countries as war 

ridden refugees. 

2. Journey to the end of the Earth 

The war has proven extremely costly to many people in their European lands with lack of support and the new need to 

humanitarian relief. Claims for asylum spread to many countries across the globe. Initially Australia was not particularly 

favoured as many of the migrants’ possessed little information about the southern country. The new migrants from war torn 

Europe would be the founding stones of the new multicultural communities amongst Australia. 

3. A Country Town    

Coming to Australia was a totally new experience for many migrants. The community of Orange had recently been declared a 

city with a population of around 14,000. Most of the existing migrants from before the war were Chinese or Greek men. 

Housing was severely strained as there was a shortage. A hostel was built in Orange in 1952 to help ease the demand. As 

migrants merged into the community, they saved money and later built their own houses. 

4. Settling In 

The years after the war soon came by and many migrants decided it was time for Australian citizenship. The ceremonies were 

moved from court rooms to more joyous locations. Many migrants retained their original diets through the growth of produce 

in the gardens. The beginning of a multicultural and modern Australia had begun as many migrants opened shops selling their 

native delicacies. 

5. Jobs for Everyone 

After the war in Europe, many migrants sought work in nearly every possible industry in Australia. The manufacturing industry 

performed well, as in the example of the Email air conditioning factory. There were little expectations so most of the workers 

had to live in tents. Finding jobs at the railway yard or starting a small business were also popular amongst migrants. 

6. Time to Relax 

Along with the skills that followed the new migrants to Australia were the diverse cultures and insights. The varieties of cultures 

in Australia were demonstrated through the different businesses. Music from many European countries also became popular. 

Church groups with traditional denominational beliefs also sprung around the towns. The Bloomfield Theatrical Society was an 

initiative that involved both new migrants and Australians. 

7. Through Children’s  Eyes 

Many children were overlooked and suffered terribly during the war. Malnutrition and illness were common as conditions and 

services in Europe were ‘blown away’. Some children had been through Nazi labour camps. Yet amidst this gloom, the children 

were able to learn English. Farm schools and other services were set up to allow children to be educated. 


