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Year 10 HISTORY Practice Assessment Task  -  ROYDON NG 

Australia and the United Nations 

The United Nations was founded in 1945 as a global organisation committed to the 

preservation of world peace and safety. The United Nations (UN) plays a major role in 

assisting countries in need and assists in the resolution of military struggles. Australian Dr. 

Herbet Vere Evatt, born in 1894 (-1965) played an important role in the formation and early 

operations of the United Nations. Australia currently has two diplomats representing 

Australia at the UN. The UN’s headquarters are in New York but also directs operations 

from Geneva. 
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Australia signed the United Nations charter as a method of securing present and future 

Australians to the developments of the world. Dr. Herbet Vere Evatt served many 

significant roles in the Australian justice and parliament systems. Dr. Evatt led a committee 

which was involved in the creation of the foundations of the UN. The United Nations 

charter was signed by many countries including Australia on 26 June 1945. The signing of 

the charter paved the way for the International Court of Justice to be opened. 

Dr. Evatt was the president of the UN general assembly from 1948 to 1949. During his time 

in office he was involved in the Atomic Energy Commission and the drafting of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights in 1948. Australia as part of the United Nations committed 

itself to supporting the reduction of military conflict, which resulted in Australian soldiers 

being sent to Korea, Vietnam and Iraq. Peacekeeping has also been a part of the UN’s role 
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on a global scale. Australia still plays an important role in the United Nations and was 

recently part of a UN peacekeeping coalition that established East Timorese independence. 


